BRITISH SOCIETY FOR DERMATOPATHOLOGY

SPRING 2008 UPDATE

ANNUAL MEETING 1ST JULY 2008

LIVERPOOL
This year’s Annual Meeting of the British Society for Dermatopathology will be held synchronously with the 88th Annual Meeting of the British Association of Dermatologists.

The morning session will be held jointly with the British Association of Dermatologists and comprise clinicopathological case presentations.

The afternoon session will be scientific and clinicopathological case presentations.

As usual, prizes will be awarded for the best morning and afternoon presentations by the BAD and BSD respectively.

There are two particular lecture highlights to the meeting.

Dr Maureen Walsh (Belfast), in the morning session, will provide an educational update on

‘All you need to know about United Kingdom and European dermatopathology examinations’.

Dr Niamh Leonard (Liverpool) in the afternoon session will give the Neil Smith Dermatopathology Update Lecture on

‘Skin lesions with deviant behaviour’.

Registration for the meeting should be via the normal circulated routes outwith this update communication.

If there are any problems over registration, please contact:

Conference@bad.org.uk
The AGM agenda is included in this Newsletter

ANNUAL MEETING 2009

GLASGOW

The Annual Meeting of the British Society for Dermatopathology in 2009 will be held jointly with the 89th meeting of the British Association of Dermatologists.

This will be held in Glasgow.

The meetings dates for the BAD meeting are Tuesday 7th July – Friday 10th July 2009.

The exact date of the BSD meeting has yet to be agreed but more recently has generally been on the first day of the meeting.

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT

                      UPDATE IN DERMATOPATHOLOGY 

                                       LONDON 2009

A joint one day ‘lecture’ update meeting will be held between the Royal College of Pathologists and British Society for Dermatopathology in 2009.

It is in its early planning stage with a  date set for Tuesday 17th November 2009.

Clearly other announcements will be made, but this early notification can ensure that the date remains free in your diary!

The date has been set to facilitate Christmas shopping in London!!

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE POSITIONS FOR THE BRITISH SOCIETY FOR DERMATOPATHOLOGY

On behalf of the British Society for Dermatopathology, I would like to congratulate Dr Alison Bedlow in her successful election in 2007 to the post of Treasurer of the BSD.

I would also like to congratulate Dr Richard Carr (Warwick) for his election in 2007 to the Executive Committee.

Executive Committee Membership
Nominations for two members are invited and nomination forms are enclosed.

President of the British Society for Dermatopathology
Nominations for the position are invited and a nomination form is included.

Secretary for the British Society for Dermatopathology

Nominations for this position are invited and a nomination form is included.

It is requested that nomination forms are returned to myself at the postal address provided on the forms by Friday 16th May 2008.

If the number of nominations for any positions requires a formal voting procedure, this will be undertaken during May/June and the results available at the July BSD Annual General Meeting.

It is to be hoped that nominations will give rise to a professional and geographical mix of both histopathologists and dermatologists for the different positions on the Executive Committee.  It is a continuing vision of the BSD that histopathologists and dermatologists enjoy parity and share responsibilities within the Society.  Although there are no formal constitutional rules this should be taken into account in making nominations, with an aim to achieve fair representation and rotation between the two specialities.

BRITISH SOCIETY FOR DERMATOPATHOLOGY WEBSITE
Members will be delighted that Dr Mark Bamford (Leicester) , a member of the British Society for Dermatopathology, has come forward with the extremely  generous offer to act as webmaster.

Mark now joins the Executive Committee of the BSD as a co-opted member (as webmasters did not exist at the time of writing the BSD constitution!).

As before, the website can be accessed under the BSD domains of dermatopathology.org.uk, dermatopathology.co.uk or BAD.org.uk/groups/BSD

To date, the site is not password protected and you should be able to bypass any requests for this.

The web site will be now regularly updated and provides links with other important dermatopathology sites – such as the National Specialist Dermatopathology External Quality Assessment Scheme.

Mark will be already well known to many of you , as the Chair of the Steering Committee for the NSDEQA and indeed its webmaster.

It is the vision of the BSD Executive Committee that the website will become an important means for continuing professional development in dermatopathology.

With that aim, there is a plan to regularly post self assessment and interesting cases on the website.

Any member (or indeed non-member!) wishing to contribute such a case  can do so by sending myself two good quality stained haematoxylin and eosin sections.

This should be accompanied by information including clinical details, diagnosis and perceived educational points or references. Formal patient consent is not required for this and during this developmental stage, clinical photographs are requested not to be went, as this would require a formal patient consent procedure.

Colleagues contributing a case  will receive written documentation from the BSD  for 2 RCPath CPD credits.

A form for this purpose and address is included at the end of the Newsletter. An electronic version could be obtained from the Newsletter on the BSD website.

During the first year, we are seeking approximately 20 cases.The submitting person will not be named on the website.

It would appear reasonable that those accessing the website for CPD could allocate at least one CPD credit per case to themselves, although at this point in time formal BSD confirmation will not be possible.

It is possible that the site for CPD could evolve in a manner broadly similar to some American quality assurance systems.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PATHOLOGISTS POSTGRADUATE        QUALIFICATION IN DERMATOPATHOLOGY
The Royal College of Pathologists remains committed to the provision of a postgraduate specialist qualification in dermatopathology with access for both suitably qualified histopathologists and dermatologists.

The level of skills, competence and knowledge will remain that of the current Diploma in Dermatopathology and American Board Examination in Dermatopathology.  This level is also defined by NIHCE in ‘Improving outcomes for people with skin tumours including melanomas’ for the new Cancer Network Specialist Skin Cancer MDTs and the new National Specialist Dermatopathology EQA Scheme.

With the advent of Modernising Medical Careers, PMETB and ‘run through training’, all Royal College of Pathologists Examinations, including its Diplomas, have been reassessed.  For dermatopathology, the area is being managed by the Royal College of Pathologists Joint (with the BAD) Sub-committee in Dermatopathology.  This involves consultation with the Royal College of Physicians, British Association of Dermatologists and PMETB.

It is envisaged that the final outcome of this reassessment will be known by the end of 2008.

In the interim, it is possible to say that the following has been approved for implementation by the Council of the Royal College of Pathologists.

· FRCPath (Dermatopathology) will replace the RCPath Diploma in Dermatopathology

· The RCPath supports application to PMETB to recognise dermatopathology as a recognised subspecialty entry under histopathology on the GMC Specialist Register (which is already available to overseas applications under section 14(5)a to the specialist register)

· Dermatologists with CCT to be given equal access to FRCPath (Dermatopathology) training.

· A CCT in dermatology has been agreed by the RCPath to provide exemption to FRCPath part 1 and allow direct access to FRCPath (dermatopathology)

· Consultation is in progress (led by Professor Colin Munro) with the Royal College of Physicians and British Association of Dermatologists with regard to the proposals for FRCPath (Dermatopathology) for dermatologists and also subspecialty entry of dermatopathology under dermatology on the GMC specialist register

It must be emphasised, for those who have already started training programmes for the current RCPath Diploma in Dermatopathology, that nothing will be lost and indeed there could be a lot to gain!

Broadly speaking, the minimum one year training periods for histopathologists with FRCPath (General Histopathology) and dermatologists will remain the same as under the current Diploma regulations.  The final examination assessment of skills, knowledge and competence for FRCPath (Dermatopathology) will be essentially similar/identical to the current Diploma in Dermatopathology and involve two written/multipart questions, practical assessment and viva.

The main envisaged additional differences will be:

a.The ability of trainee histopathologists to  enter FRCPath (Dermatopathology) training through to CCT after FRCPath (part 1) general histopathology

b.Introduction of some assessment during training.

Although dermatologists will require a CCT in dermatology (to gain exemption from part 1 FRCPath), training time for FRCPath (dermatopathology), can still be undertaken in pre or post CCT periods

Times for the formal commencement of FRCPath (dermatopathology) have not yet been set and will be dependent on consultation with dermatologists and PMETB.

NATIONAL SPECIALIST DERMATOPATHOLOGY EXTERNAL QUALITY ASSESSMENT SCHEME

Although professional qualifications reflecting defined levels of skills, knowledge and competence at one point in time are clearly of major importance,  evidence of continuing update of skills, knowledge and competence is now well recognised to be essential. In part this is provided by participation in appropriate external quality assessment schemes.  Although primarily educational, approved schemes also provide an element of professional assessment.  Indeed, it will be of interest to see how EQA contributes to the proposed GMC requirements for revalidation.

After a pilot period, many colleagues will be aware that the National Specialist Dermatopathology EQA Scheme is now fully operational.  It has completed the planned pilot rounds and is now currently in its first formal professional assessment round.  For the purposes of CPA Laboratory Accreditation, this is now regarded as the approved EQA Scheme for specialist dermatopathologists.

Currently, the scheme is open to any histopathologist or dermatologist reporting dermatopathology as independent practitioners within the UK and Eire.

Although any appropriate individual can participate in the scheme, educational and performance monitoring components are set at the level of a specialist dermatopathologist, as partly defined by the new NIHCE ‘Improving outcomes of people with skin tumours including melanoma’ and participation in the new Cancer Network Specialist Skin Cancer MDTs.

The levels of skills, knowledge and competence in the EQA equates with the Royal College of Pathologists current Diploma in Dermatopathology, its planned FRCPath (dermatopathology) and the American Board Examination in Dermatopathology.

It is also set at the standard of non-UK graduates seeking GMC specialty registration under dermatopathology and article 14(5)a.

The Steering Committee for the EQA scheme is Chaired by Dr Mark Bamford (Leicester).

The review meetings for the EQA will rotate around the country.  The review meeting for the current round will be held at the Cresta-Court Hotel in Altrincham, Manchester during the afternoon of Tuesday 13th May 2008.  The review meeting for the following round is currently provisionally planned for Wednesday 5th November 2008, St Thomas’ Hospital, London.

The NSDEQA enjoys its own website at www.skinpath.co.uk and the site is currently not password protected.  Dr Mark Bamford acts as the NSDEQA webmaster.

The cases from each round, with peer review opinions, are be posted on the website.

Although, the scheme is not  open to colleagues outside the UK and Eire, cases are currently accessible from the website.

Queries relating to the scheme should be addressed to

Scheme Secretary:
Miss K L Iliffe 




Department of Histopathology




Leicester General Hospital




Gwendoline Road




Leicester LE5 4PW




Ki9@le.ac.uk

or


Mark.Bamford@uhl-tr.nhs.uk

INTERNATIONAL BOARD CERTIFICATION IN DERMATOPATHOLOGY

Moderate numbers of queries are received relating to the Union of European Medical Specialists (UEMS) International Board Certification Examination in Dermatopathology (Diploma in Dermatopathology).

This qualification is fully supported in principle by the British Society for Dermatopathology and the Royal College of Pathologists, although the BSD is not a participating society.

It must be emphasised, however, that the qualification to date has no formal status within the UK and Eire and indeed in mainland Europe.

Informal assessment indicates the qualification does no reach the level set by the Royal College of Pathologists current Diploma in Dermatopathology, planned FRCPath (dermatopathology) or the American Board Examination in Dermatopathology.

The qualification would not currently result in a successful application under section 14(5)a for a GMC specialist register entry under dermatopathology for non-UK graduates.

It is vital that all professional qualifications are supported by robust training programmes, accredited training centres and robust methods of professional assessment relating to the qualification.  These and under active evolution and development for the UEMS qualification but, at the moment, do not  fully conform to those expected by PMETB for UK and Eire qualifications.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PATHOLOGISTS MINIMUM DATASETS

Members will be aware that the first edition of the Royal College of Pathologists Minimum Dataset for Common Skin Cancers is now being updated.  The 2nd editions will be published separately under the Royal College of Pathologists new series ‘Standards and datasets for reporting cancers’.

All of these datasets in relation to skin pathology are closely integrated with clinical dermatology and accordingly  delays have been experienced awaiting publication of the corresponding appropriate clinical guidelines.

Basal cell carcinoma has been awaiting the British Association of Dermatologists Second Edition Clinical Guidelines (recently now published) and also the Department of Health Cancer Peer Review Standards which will include definitions of risk in basal cell carcinomas.

Squamous cell carcinoma has been awaiting publication of the Second Edition of the British Association of Dermatologists Clinical Guidelines for Squamous Cell Carcinoma ( recently now published) and some information from the Peer Review Standards.

There is also a potential delay pending the next edition of the TNM classification of skin cancer which could include sub-staging of SCC on the basis of tumour thickness.

Malignant melanoma has been awaiting the new proposals for staging melanoma from the AJCC.  These are ‘hotly tipped’ to include mitotic rate as a core prognostic data item.  It has also been awaiting publication of the Second Edition Clinical Guidelines for Melanoma, which is being led by the Melanoma Study Group, with other participating bodies such as the BAD.

A new Royal College of Pathologists ‘Tissue pathways’ minimum dataset will be available for website consultation during Spring 2008.  This is titled ‘Inflammatory and non-neoplastic dermatoses and non-neoplastic lesions’.This document is to facilitate standardisation in quality , in the diagnosis of this group of conditions , in both the NHS and private sectors.

It is also planned that the Royal College of Pathologists will develop and publish a minimum dataset relating to primary cutaneous lymphoma during 2008/09.  This will be to supplement their current publications relating to systemic and nodal lymphoma.  The development of the draft for this dataset is pending the publication of the new WHO lymphoma classification in Spring /Summer 2008

David Slater, 

Consultant Dermatopathologist

Floor E, Histopathology Department

Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Glossop Road

Sheffield S10 2JF

Email David.Slater@sth.nhs.uk
 British Society for Dermatopathology

Nomination form

For Executive Committee Membership

Nomination name .……………………………………………………………………………

Present appointment …………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Telephone number ……………………………………………………………………………

Fax number ……………………………………………………………………………………

E-mail …………………………………………………………………………………………..

Proposed by …………………………………………………………………………………...

Present appointment …………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Signature ………………………………………………………………………………………

Date …………………………………………………………………………………………….

Seconded by …………………………………………………………………………………..

Present appointment …………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Signature ………………………………………………………………………………………

Date …………………………………………………………………………………………….

Please return to Dr D N Slater, Floor E, Histopathology, Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield, S10 4LA

Closing date for nominations is Friday 16th May 2008
British Society for Dermatopathology

Nomination Form

For President for the British Society for Dermatopathology

Nomination name .……………………………………………………………………………

Present appointment …………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Telephone number ……………………………………………………………………………

Fax number ……………………………………………………………………………………

E-mail …………………………………………………………………………………………..

Proposed by …………………………………………………………………………………...

Present appointment …………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Signature ………………………………………………………………………………………

Date …………………………………………………………………………………………….

Seconded by …………………………………………………………………………………..

Present appointment …………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Signature ………………………………………………………………………………………

Date …………………………………………………………………………………………….

Please return to Dr D N Slater, Floor E, Histopathology, Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield, S10 4LA

Closing date for nominations is Friday 16th May 2008
British Society for Dermatopathology

Nomination form

Secretary of the British Society for Dermatopathology
Nomination name .……………………………………………………………………………

Present appointment …………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Telephone number ……………………………………………………………………………

Fax number ……………………………………………………………………………………

E-mail …………………………………………………………………………………………..

Proposed by ………………………………………………………………………………...

Present appointment …………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Signature ………………………………………………………………………………………

Date …………………………………………………………………………………………….

Seconded by ………………………………………………………………………………..

Present appointment …………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Signature ………………………………………………………………………………………

Date …………………………………………………………………………………………….

Please return to Dr D N Slater  Floor E  Histopathology  Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield  S10 4LA

Closing date for nominations is Friday 16th May 2008
BRITISH SOCIETY FOR DERMATOPATHOLOGY

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

TUESDAY JULY 1st 2008

LIVERPOOL ARENA and CONFERENCE CENTRE

Agenda

1
Apologises

2
Minutes of the AGM in Birmingham 2007

3
Matters arising

4
Presidents report


Membership of the Executive Committee

5
Treasurers report

6
Meetings

7
BSD website

8
National Specialist EQA in Dermatopathology

9
UK Dermatopathology Examinations

10
Any Other Business

11
Date and time of next meeting

BRITISH SOCIETY FOR DERMATOPATHOLOGY

 CPD CASE SUBMISSION FOR BSD WEBSITE

Name ( will not be placed on Website)

Address and postcode

Telephone number

Email

Clinical details (including gender and age)

Dermatopathological Diagnosis

Educational aspects

References

2 H&E slides included (yes/no)

Send to
Dr David Slater



Floor E, Histopathology



Royal Hallamshire Hospital



Glossop Road



Sheffield S10 2JF

Submissions will receive BSD written confirmation for 2 CPD points.
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